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TAOS COUNTY AND THE MORENO VALLEY

Brigid Meier/Teamm NMeier:
Very Optimistic About Taos!

makes them so successful.

Sophie Lovitt: As of July 1st, 2008, the
Taos real estate market was reportedly
down 30 percent. Is this accurate?

Team Meier: “Yes, the number of
closings is down 34 percent and dollar
wise, the market is down 22 percent
from last year,” Brigid Meier said, “but
there are some paradoxes: the median
price is up 5 percent and the average
price is up 19 percent. The average Days
On Market is now 341 days, whereas in
2007 it was 317 days.

“Sellers demanding to make a quick
and/or large profit are frustrated, but
if a property is priced right, it will sell.
For a qualified buyer with good credit
scores, it’s possible (as of July 1) to get
aloan at an interest rate of 6.25 percent.
So yes, 2008 is (and probably 2009 will
also be) “The Year of The Buyer” Now
is an excellent time to purchase property
in Taos.

SL: Who is Team Meier these days and
how are you weathering this correction
in the market?

™: “Mike
Birdsong and I
are a great tag
team and offer
both buyers and
sellers top quality
professional
service,”  Meier
said. “We were
up 12 percent in
2007 over 2006 and were doing great
so far for 2008. We’ve built up a strong
reputation for being devoted to our
clients and doing whatever it takes to
help them have a successful real estate
experience.

“The most important thing T've
learned from working with Brigid is
to listen, listen and listen some more,”
Mike Birdsong said. “We’re both very
good at focusing on what buyers want
and helping them find it. We offer sellers
a lot, too. Brigid maintains a massive
advertising presence and we’re pretty
much the only agents in town who hold
Open Houses on a regular basis.”

SL: Is sustainability still a big concern
of yours?

TM: “Definitely. It’s very satisfying
to represent builders who incorporate
sustainable features into their spec
houses,” Meier said. “Passive solar site
placement, extra increased insulation,
grey-water systems and other energy
efficient components add tremendous
value which makes my job easier, as I
can wholeheartedly sell these houses
with integrity. Mike and I are now
representing Alan Macrae and Lee
Imboden of Casa Nueva, each dedicated
to providing energy efficienthomes atan
affordable price. Both Vista Verde, their
in-town project, and Casa Zia, a soon-
to-be-built condominium complex for
which we are taking reservations, have
many excellent sustainable features and
we're delighted to have the opportunity
to promote them.

Mike Birdsong

“Felipe Rodriguez, a local builder for
whom I've sold over a dozen houses is
also committed to staying current with
sustainable practices,” Meier continued,
“Felipe has started providing grey water
re-use, passive solar and advanced
heating systems which make it easier for
me to sell what he builds — his houses
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are beautiful, reasonably priced and
each new one is more and more high
performance.

“I am also proud to represent El
Parque en Taos, the elegant state-of-
the-art green condominium project
near The Quail Ridge Resort. El Parque
is the first residential project in New
Mexico to obtain LEED (Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design)
Certification. June 22, 2008, The
Sunday New York Times ran a front
page article stating that a LEED-
certified home is now the “new
trophy home” in as much as LEED
homes use 43 percent less energy than
conventional ones. As more buyers
recognize what a crucial advantage
this is, I hope to see El Parque built out
completely; currently there are three
units built and eventually there will be
twenty sited around a private park.”

SL: Anything else interesting on the
horizon?

TM: “I am excited about Felipe’s
new projects where he will be building
charming and affordable (to buy and
to heat) homes,” Meier said. “Jim and
Nora Hallock of Earth Block Inc
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are moving to Taos and bringing an
earth-press machine with them that
makes 360 earth blocks an hour. They
and partner Rich Gillespie, are totally
dedicated to creating natural, affordable
homes that minimize utility costs and
provide a healthy environment. I know
they will be successful here in Taos and
I'look forward to working with them.

“Ilove my work in real estate and in
the non-profit environmental sector
and I love my life in Taos. It’s a privilege
to live here and I am grateful every day.
I'm very optimistic about the future of
Taos and Taos real estate!

Energy Efficient Condominiums!

For free 24-hour information call the 800# and punch in the 4 digit code.

Casa Zia / Taking reservations! 1-800-347-1794, ext. 3128

Vista Verde / In-town complex! 1-800-347-1794, ext. 7760

Satisfied Customers

“We have bought three
properties and sold two through
Brigid and we count on her
clear-eyed judgment and advice
and always hawve faith in her to
cross the “t”s and dot the “i”s in
the contracts and negotiations.*
— Dick Duncan and
Cherie Burns, buyers/sellers

“I bought my home and later
sold it with Brigid’s help.
She is friendly, professional,
confident and delivers. I would
recommend Brigid to everyone.”
— Nancy Anderson,
buyer/seller

“Brigid is cool and efficient —
just like our walls!”
— Jirn Hallock,
Earth Block, Inc.

“Brigid, vyou really are the
greatest. You are a ‘natural’ when
it comes to both real estate and
people and it shows. We have
already recommended you to
our friends. Thanks again for
everything!”
—— Joel and Elizabeth
Villademoros, buyers

“In the Taos real estate market
we at Casa Nueva are thrilled
with the service and response
from Brigid Meier and Mike
Birdsong.”
— Alan Macrae ¢ Lee
Imboden, developers, Vista
Verde and Casa Zia

“Between Brigid’s expertise and
emphasis on energy efficient
structures and her enthusiasm
for creative work, choosing her
as my Realtor was a no-brainer.”
— Chuck Kondas,
builder/seller

“Brigid is hard working and
dedicated and we’ve had years of
success working together. Love
you, Brigid!™

—— Felipe Rodriguez, builder

“We came to Taos wanting to
buy a house. What we got instead
was a beautiful brand-new home
built by Felipe Rodriguez and
sold by Brigid Meier. They are a
great and caring team!”
— Kathy Claunch and
Frank Weaver, biiyers.
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